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Astrocytes, the most abundant glial cell in the brain, play critical roles in metabolic and
homeostatic functions of the Nervous System; however, their participation in coding
information and cognitive processes has been largely ignored. The strategic position of
astrocyte processes facing synapses and the astrocyte ability to uptake neurotransmitters
and release neuroactive substances, so-called “gliotransmitters”, provide the scenario for
prolific neuron-astrocyte signaling. From studies at single-cell level to animal behavior,
recent advances in technology and genetics have revealed the impact of astrocyte activity
in brain function from cellular and synaptic physiology, neuronal circuits to behavior. The
present review critically discusses the consequences of astrocyte signaling on synapses
and networks, as well as its impact on neuronal information processing, showing that
some crucial brain functions arise from the coordinated activity of neuron-glia networks.
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INTRODUCTION
Brain information processing is conventionally recognized as
derived from neuronal activity, with neurons and their dynamic
signaling responsible for the transfer and processing of informa-
tion (Majewska and Sur, 2006). However, the brain also contains
other non-neuronal cells, glial cells, which exceed the number
of neurons and have been largely ignored as being involved
in the processes related with information coding handling by
neural networks and underlying brain function. Nonetheless,
decisive advances in the characterization of the molecular and
physiological properties of astrocytes, a particular type of glial
cells have revealed that they may play active roles in neu-
rotransmission and neuronal physiology (Araque et al., 1999;
Perea et al., 2009). Accordingly, novel concepts in brain phys-
iology have been coined, such as “tripartite synapse”, to high-
light the direct involvement of astrocytes in synaptic function,
gliotransmitters, to generically name neuroactive substances
released by astrocytes, or gliotransmission, to define the active
signaling between astrocytes and neurons (Volterra and Bezzi,
2002).
There is common agreement regarding the crucial roles
of astrocytes in controlling the homeostasis of surrounding
synapses, with a fundamental role in energy metabolite sup-
ply (Hassel et al., 1995; Westergaard et al., 1995; Allaman
et al., 2011), clearance of extracellular potassium (Sontheimer,
1994; Kressin et al., 1995; Butt and Kalsi, 2006), and glutamate
(Hansson et al., 1985; Bergles et al., 1997; Coulter and Eid,
2012). Moreover, astrocytes enwrapping synapses also control
extracellular space volume, and hence the extracellular levels
and diffusion of neuroactive substances (Nagelhus and Ottersen,
2013). Besides these homeostatic functions, astrocytes display
dynamic signaling with neurons and synapses. They sense neu-
ronal and synaptic activity through activation of ion channels,
neurotransmitter transporters and receptors. Activation of these
molecules may results in elaborate Ca2+ signals into astrocytes.
In turn, astrocytes, via uptake or release of gliotransmitters,
such as glutamate, ATP, and D-serine, (Santello et al., 2012),
can modulate neighboring pre- and postsynaptic neuronal ele-
ments inducing functional as well as morphological changes
in synapses. However, whether astrocytes are active elements
in neural network function and whether and how they play
active roles in brain information processing is an open debate
(Agulhon et al., 2008; Hamilton and Attwell, 2010; Araque et al.,
2014).
In this review, we will present a brief summary of the currently
available data that has challenged the classical idea that brain
function results exclusively from neuronal activity, suggesting that
astrocytes are integral units of neural circuits playing a role in the
coding information by neural networks. We will also discuss the
available as well as the still required evidence that suggests brain
function actually arises from the coherent coordinated activity of
Neuron–Glia networks.
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ASTROCYTES PROCESS SYNAPTIC INFORMATION
For a cell to be considered as an active element in the brain coding
network, it should be able to: (1) receive incoming information;
(2) integrate and code that information; and (3) transfer the
information to other cells. Neurons have the ability to perform
these actions due to their anatomical characteristics and intrinsic
electrical properties. Can astrocytes, which do not display elec-
trical excitability to elicit significant active signals (Sontheimer,
1994), behave as transfer and/or processors of synaptic inputs in
a neural network?
While astrocytes lack electrical excitability they show intrin-
sic cellular excitability based on intracellular Ca2+ variations
(Charles et al., 1991). More importantly, astrocytes are able to
respond to different neurotransmitters that trigger intracellular
Ca2+ signals (Duffy and MacVicar, 1995; Bezzi et al., 1998;
Shelton and Mccarthy, 2000; Araque et al., 2002, 2014). Indeed,
astrocytes are able to sense the synaptic activity in different
regions induced by several neurotransmitters, such as glutamate,
GABA, acetylcholine, ATP or nor-epinephrine (Zorec et al., 2012).
A remarkable ability shown by astrocytes is that they sense
different neurotransmitters and discriminate between different
synaptic inputs. Astrocytes located in stratum oriens of hip-
pocampus differentially sense glutamate released from distinct
synapses, i.e., they respond to glutamate released from Schaf-
fer collateral axons of hippocampal CA3 neurons but not to
glutamate released from other extrinsic afferences (Perea and
Araque, 2005). Likewise, astrocytes located in layer 2/3 barrel
cortex selectively respond to the activity of glutamatergic inputs
from layer 4 of the same column but not to glutamatergic
projections from layer 2/3 of adjacent columns (Schipke et al.,
2008), showing preference for sensory incoming inputs rather
than lateral cortical signaling. Another example of the response
selectivity is provided by astrocytes of the ventrobasal thala-
mus, which show preferential responsiveness to corticothalamic
inputs vs. sensory pathways, in spite that both inputs release
the same neurotransmitter glutamate (Parri et al., 2010). There-
fore, since astrocytes are able to sense incoming information,
and also show selectivity in their responses and discrimination
of specific synapse activity, they fulfill the first requirement
postulated.
The second requirement postulates that a processor must have
the ability to integrate different inputs and elaborate specific
responses; that is, perform a nonlinear input–output readout. Do
astrocytes display integrative properties of the incoming synap-
tic information? It has been demonstrated that astrocytes are
able to discriminate between the activity of different synaptic
inputs releasing different neurotransmitters, i.e., cholinergic and
glutamatergic hippocampal synapses belonging to different axon
pathways, alveus and Schaffer collaterals pathways, respectively;
showing selective Ca2+ responses to those inputs (Perea and
Araque, 2005). Furthermore, as consequence of simultaneous
activity of these synapses astrocyte can integrate these inputs
and modulate their Ca2+ signal producing a nonlinear input–
output response. The astrocyte Ca2+ signaling is bidirection-
ally regulated by synaptic activity, showing an enhancement
or depression by low and high synaptic activity, respectively
(Perea and Araque, 2005). The integration of different signals
also arises in the absence of neural network activity indicating
that this modulation is due to cellular intrinsic properties.
Thus astrocytes, rather than being simple elements performing
a linear readout of synaptic activity are active elements endowed
with integrative properties, hence satisfying the second require-
ment to participate in the information coding by the neuronal
networks.
BRAIN INFORMATION PROCESSING BY NEURON–GLIA
NETWORKS
The third postulate to consider astrocytes as unit processors in the
coding of information by neuronal networks requires that they
transfer the information to other elements, i.e., influencing neu-
ronal activity and synaptic transmission. Astrocytes can control
the activity of neurons and synapses through the uptake of neuro-
transmitters or the release of gliotransmitters, thus contributing
to neuronal network function.
The ability of astrocytes to release gliotransmitters in
response to neuronal activity has been reported in several
brain areas (Zorec et al., 2012). Those gliotransmitters acti-
vate receptors located at presynaptic and postsynaptic sites
in neuronal membranes leading the regulation of neuronal
excitability and synaptic transmission and plasticity (Kang
et al., 1998; Fellin et al., 2004; Pascual et al., 2005; Perea
and Araque, 2005, 2007; Panatier et al., 2006, 2011; Stell-
wagen and Malenka, 2006; Henneberger et al., 2010; Navar-
rete and Araque, 2010; Di Castro et al., 2011; Santello et al.,
2011; Fossat et al., 2012). These findings indicate that astro-
cytes signal to neurons, transferring information to other ele-
ments in the network, thus satisfying the third postulated
requirement.
Moreover, this astrocyte-to-neuron signaling has been revealed
to present interesting and sophisticated properties. For example, a
single gliotransmitter may exert multiple effects on the neuronal
network depending on the receptor subtype and its subcellular
membrane location. Indeed, glutamate released by astrocytes
increases neuronal excitability by inducing slow inward currents
(SICs) in excitatory neurons through activation of postsynaptic
NMDA receptors (Parri et al., 2001; Angulo et al., 2004; Fellin
et al., 2004; Perea and Araque, 2005; Navarrete and Araque,
2008; Shigetomi et al., 2008; Chen et al., 2012); but it also
enhances synaptic transmission through activation of presynap-
tic metabotropic glutamate receptors (mGluRs) group I (Fiacco
and McCarthy, 2004; Perea and Araque, 2007; Navarrete and
Araque, 2010; Bonansco et al., 2011; Perea et al., 2014); and
stimulates synaptic transmission by activation of presynaptic
NMDA receptors in dentate granule cells (Jourdain et al., 2007).
In addition, astrocytes release different gliotransmitters with dif-
ferent neuromodulatory effects. The concurrent or differential
weight of these effects at individual neurons may strongly affect
the degrees of freedom of the system and hence the neuronal
output and circuit function. Indeed, considering that a single
hippocampal astrocyte has been estimated to contact ∼100.000
synapses (Bushong et al., 2002), and that a single gliotransmitter
may have different effects depending on the target neurons and
neuronal elements (pre- or postsynaptic), as well as the activated
receptor subtypes, the variability and complexity of the potential
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impact of a single astrocyte on neural network operations can be
significant.
Additionally, evidence from hippocampal slices has shown that
gliotransmission is a regulated process controlled by activation of
particular membrane receptors, i.e., protease-activated receptor 1
(PAR-1), but not purinergic G protein-coupled receptors (P2Y1)
stimulates astrocytic glutamate release that evokes SICs (Shige-
tomi et al., 2008), which add further complexity to astrocytic
output signaling. The physiological and molecular conditions
that control the richness of this signaling, such as the precise
release of each gliotransmitter, and the co-release of different
gliotransmistters by single astrocytes (Bergersen et al., 2012; Mar-
tineau et al., 2013) or by defined astrocyte subpopulations are still
unresolved.
Thus, the existence of different gliotransmitters, the different
mechanisms of action of a single gliotransmitter, and the cellular
selectivity of the effects on particular neurons, such as in the
olfactory bulb where astrocytes releasing GABA and glutamate
lead to cell-specific modulation of neuronal activity (Kozlov et al.,
2006), provide an enormous amount of degrees of freedom to the
possible network states.
The above discussed evidence indicates that astrocytes can be
considered as information processors in neural networks. These
findings may expand the possible functional consequences of a
single neurotransmitter in the network; thus, the existence of
emergent properties in network activity provided by astrocyte
signaling has been recently reported in the hippocampus and
cortex. The well-known phenomenon observed in hippocampus
called heterosynaptic depression of excitatory synaptic transmis-
sion (Lynch et al., 1977) results from the coordinated activ-
ity of neurons and astrocytes; that is, the glutamate released
by Schaffer collaterals, with excitatory effects in the network,
excites postsynaptic CA1 is a well known acronym for that
specific region of the hippocampus. To simplify the reading I
recommend to keep like it is. pyramidal neurons as well as
inhibitory interneurons that in turn activate astrocytes through
GABA release. Then, GABA-stimulated astrocytes release ATP
that after being degraded to adenosine leads to the synaptic
depression of adjacent excitatory synapses (Zhang et al., 2003;
Serrano et al., 2006). Another example is provided by the effects of
endocannabinoid (eCB) signaling to astrocytes. eCBs are known
to retrogradely depress synaptic transmission (Chevaleyre et al.,
2006), but they can also trigger intracellular calcium signaling
in astrocytes (Navarrete and Araque, 2008). eCB-activation of
astrocytes stimulates the release of glutamate, which leads to an
heterosynaptic enhancement of excitatory synaptic transmission
by activation of mGluRs in the hippocampus (Navarrete and
Araque, 2010), and the spike timing-dependent depression by
activation of NMDA receptors in neocortex (Min and Nevian,
2012).
ASTROCYTE ROLE IN COGNITIVE FUNCTIONS, FROM IN VIVO
DATA TO ARTIFICIAL NETWORKS
The current knowledge of the astrocyte neuromodulatory roles
in neuronal function mainly derives from studies performed in
slices, which have great accessibility to explore the particular
properties as well as the cellular and molecular mechanisms of
neuron-glia signaling. Hence, the impact of astrocytic function
on brain activity and animal behavior are still largely unde-
fined. Novel genetic tools have made possible to specifically
manipulate astrocyte signaling in vivo while maintaining neu-
ronal signaling intact. Recent studies have focused on the role
of ATP/Adenosine as well D-serine released by astrocytes (Fos-
sat et al., 2012) in the slow oscillations brain waves, which
are related to sleep (Fellin et al., 2009; Halassa et al., 2009).
Inhibiting gliotransmission attenuates both the slow cortical
oscillations and accumulation of sleep pressure, which caused
by prolonged wakefulness periods can impair cognitive function
(Yoo et al., 2007); thus, mice with downregulated purinergic
gliotransmission do not show cognitive deficits associated with
sleep loss (Halassa et al., 2009). It has been recently suggested
that one important role of sleep would be the removal of waste
products from the brain (Xie et al., 2013). Astrocytes control
brain microcirculation (Iadecola and Nedergaard, 2007), and
through aquaporin four water channels located in the vascular
endfeet facilitate convective flow out of the para-arterial space
and into the interstitial space, which is related with removal
of waste products made during neuronal activity. The exchange
rate of fluids between those spaces is more effective during sleep
than during awakening periods, suggesting an important role
of astrocytes in sleep function (Xie et al., 2013). In addition, a
proper astroglial network signaling is essential for precise synaptic
information transferring between neurons as it has been shown
in the gap junction proteins connexin 30 (Cx30) and connexin
43 (Cx43) knock out mice, where altered rate of extracellular
glutamate and potassium removal during synaptic activity induce
impairments in short and long-term synaptic plasticity (Pannasch
et al., 2011, 2014), as well as deficits in sensorimotor and spatial
memory tasks (Theis et al., 2003; Lutz et al., 2009). Another
important role of the astrocyte-neuron signaling relies on the
metabolic coupling (Magistretti et al., 1999) and the appropriate
energy supports for neuronal activity demand. In this context,
cognitive processes and their cellular and molecular substrates
(i.e., long-term memory formation), that are high metabolically
demanding have been shown to be related with an intercellu-
lar trafficking of glucose through astroglial networks (Rouach
et al., 2008), and astrocytic lactate transporters (monocarboxy-
late transporter 4 (MCT4) or MCT1) (Suzuki et al., 2011),
where dysfunctions of these lactate transporters causes amnesia
and long-term potentiation (LTP) impairments (Suzuki et al.,
2011).
Astrocytic role in other critical brain functions such as control
of breathing and locomotion have also been reported (Baudoux
and Parker, 2008; Gourine et al., 2010), showing that astrocyte–
neuron interaction occurs in vivo and providing insights into the
astrocytic influence to the output of complex neuronal networks
and behavior.
Besides the contribution of astrocytes to those homeostatic
functions, a challenging question refers to their role in higher
brain functions, such as coding information in network activ-
ity, and in cognitive processes. Astrocytes immersed in local
circuits can sense and respond with Ca2+ signals to different
sensory stimuli and neurotransmitters; i.e., visual stimuli and
somatosensory whisker stimulation (Schummers et al., 2008;
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Takata et al., 2011; Chen et al., 2012; Navarrete et al., 2012;
Perea et al., 2014), indicating that astrocytes are able to perceive
incoming sensory inputs. But do they have a role in the coding
of sensory information? If they were actively involved in this
task, they should locally impact synapses of the sensory system,
which would be translated into a modulation of global brain
state dynamics. Recent studies focused on the cholinergic system
function have revealed the active and crucial roles of astrocytes in
information processing by neuronal networks (Takata et al., 2011;
Chen et al., 2012; Navarrete et al., 2012). Cholinergic activity is
related with changes in brain states, such as during attention and
vigilance states (Everitt and Robbins, 1997; Sarter et al., 2005),
contributes to hippocampal theta rhythm oscillations (Hasselmo,
2006), and induces synaptic plasticity processes (Picciotto et al.,
2012). Thus, these novel studies have shown that astrocytes
and gliotransmission are the cellular and molecular mechanisms
underlying certain cholinergic effects (Takata et al., 2011; Chen
et al., 2012; Navarrete et al., 2012). In the hippocampus, astrocytes
respond with Ca2+ elevations to cholinergic activity triggered
by either sensory stimuli or direct stimulation of cholinergic
nuclei and axons (Araque et al., 2002; Perea and Araque, 2005;
Navarrete et al., 2012). This astrocyte Ca2+ signal is necessary
to trigger the synaptic LTP associated with the cholinergic activ-
ity through a mechanism that involves the release of the glio-
transmitter glutamate and the subsequent activation of mGluRs
(Navarrete et al., 2012). In somatosensory and visual cortex,
cholinergic activation of astrocytes stimulates the release of D-
serine or glutamate, which, in association with whisker (Takata
et al., 2011) or visual stimuli (Chen et al., 2012), mediate long-
term plasticity changes in cortical sensory responses mediated by
NMDA receptors. Notably, the astrocyte-mediated potentiation of
visual inputs is indeed stimulus-specific, because only synapses
active during cholinergic stimulation display such modulation,
indicating that the influence of astrocyte-mediated plasticity is
synapse-specific and suggesting the existence of intimate orga-
nization of astrocytes and synapses that convey and generate
visual-specific responses (Schummers et al., 2008; Chen et al.,
2012).
New useful tools have been developed in the last few
years to decipher the contribution of specific cellular types
to the brain information processing. Specifically, the opti-
cal control of cellular activity using optogenetics represents
a major technical breakthrough in the field of Neurosciences
(Fenno et al., 2011). Exploiting the advantages of optoge-
netics, astrocytes can be selectively stimulated with light to
evaluate their consequences either at the local circuits and
global network (Gourine et al., 2010; Sasaki et al., 2012; Chen
et al., 2013; Perea et al., 2014; Tang et al., 2014). Astrocytes
placed in visual cortex, in addition to sensing visual infor-
mation, when stimulated with the opsin channelrhodopsin-
2 lead to an increase in synaptic transmission by releasing
glutamate, which regulates excitatory and inhibitory transmis-
sion through activation of presynaptic mGluRs (Perea et al.,
2014). Furthermore, astrocytes impact visual responsiveness of
both excitatory and inhibitory cortical neurons, showing spe-
cific modulation of key neuronal response features (Perea et al.,
2014). Thus, astrocytes through the dual control of excitatory
and inhibitory drive, influence neuronal integration critical for
sensory information processing. As a consequence of differ-
ential astrocytic neuronal subtype modulation, changes in the
excitatory-inhibitory balance in the local network might impact
the final output of the circuit, indicating that astrocytes would
be involved in multiple aspects of information coding by cortical
networks.
Other accumulating evidence indicates the active role of astro-
cytes in brain cognitive functions (Parpura et al., 2012). Indeed,
behavioral studies have demonstrated the correlation between
astrocyte signaling dysfunction and cognitive deficits associated
with neurobiological diseases, such as major depressive disorder
(Cao et al., 2013; Lima et al., 2014), and Huntington’s disease
(Tong et al., 2014). Abnormalities of astrocyte-neuron signaling
due to the reduced glial release of ATP in prefrontal cortex, a brain
region implicated in attentional processes, decision-making,
working memory and processing of emotional stimuli, among
others (Goldman-Rakic, 1995), are related with depression-like
behaviors (Cao et al., 2013), affecting important functions of
this cortical area, such as attentional context, working memory
and reversal learning functions (Lima et al., 2014). Furthermore,
through glial activation of cannabinoid receptor type 1, astrocytes
are shown to be responsible for the impairment in working
memory performance induced by marijuana (Han et al., 2012),
one of the most common effects of cannabinoid intoxication in
humans. Likewise, the dysfunctions in astrocyte-mediated potas-
sium homeostasis in striatal astrocytes (Tong et al., 2014), and
AMPA receptors expression Bergmann glial cells (Saab et al.,
2012), have strong impact on the fine-tuning control of complex
motor behaviors, revealing astrocytes as therapeutic targets for
motor phenotype disorders (Tong et al., 2014). Despite these com-
pelling findings, many questions remain open and more effort is
still needed to fully understand the molecular mechanisms and
the physiological conditions underlying neuron-glia signaling and
their relevance for other brain functions.
Taken together, this growing body of evidence illustrates the
existence of Neuron-Glia networks in brain circuits, and demon-
strates the ability and influence of astrocytes in neuronal net-
work operations. They show that astrocytes are a structurally
and functionally indivisible part of such networks (Figure 1),
and reveal how the coordinated signaling pathways established
between neurons and astrocytes enables a wide range of, and
perhaps all, brain functions.
Finally, in order to fill the gap between the molecular and
cellular mechanisms identified by in situ studies and in vivo
behavioral outcomes, the use of mathematical models that include
Artificial Neuron-Glia networks appears as a promising approach
to better understand the potential emergent properties provided
by astrocytes to neural network operation. A pioneering compu-
tational study showed that dynamic interaction between astro-
cytes and presynaptic terminals optimizes synaptic transmission
of information (Nadkarni et al., 2008). A more recent study
modeling artificial astrocytes in artificial neuronal networks has
demonstrated that the presence of astrocytes enhanced the learn-
ing potential efficacy of neural networks, i.e., the performance of
artificial neuron-glia networks that include artificial astrocytes is
improved when compared with similar purely neuronal networks
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FIGURE 1 | Neuron-Glia Network scheme. Astrocytes (red) interact with
neurons (gray) and impact their cellular excitability (right-top panel) and
synaptic responses (right-bottom panel), which influence important
features of information coding by local circuits and hence neural
networks operation. Black and red labels in the right panels denote activity
signals of neuron networks versus neuron-glia networks.
lacking astrocytes (Porto-Pazos et al., 2011). Indeed, including
astrocytes into a multilayer feed forward artificial neural network
model designed to solve different classification tasks improve the
network performance. This relative improvement depends on the
intrinsic properties of astrocytes and the strength of the neuron-
glia connections and varies with the complexity of the problem
tested. Interestingly, the relative efficacy of artificial neuron-glia
networks vs. pure neuronal networks increases as the complexity
of the network increases (Porto-Pazos et al., 2011), which is
in agreement with the gradual increase of the astrocyte-neuron
ratio of cells observed in the phylogeny as the nervous system
complexity increases. In addition, astrocytes are able to change
the threshold value controlling the transition of synchronous to
asynchronous behavior among neurons (Amiri et al., 2013). In
this way, changes in the interaction properties of astrocyte-neuron
signaling lead to the emergence of synchronous/asynchronous
patterns in neural responses, showing how astrocytes play a
primary role in neuronal firing synchronicity and synaptic coor-
dination (Amiri et al., 2013). Artificial astrocytes through the
activation of SICs in neurons participate directly in synaptic
plasticity processes, synchronizing postsynaptic activity in neuron
clusters and subsequently allow Spike-Timing-Dependent Plastic-
ity based learning to occur at the associated synapses (Wade et al.,
2011).
Therefore, the computational evidence of the impact of
astrocyte-neuron interactions in neural networks suggests that
the richness of biological interactions and brain cognitive func-
tions might emerge from the coordinated activity of Neuron-
Glia Networks. Because these computational studies generate in
many cases new questions to the field rather than answers, refined
future models of Artificial Neuron-Glia Networks implementing
more realistic bioinspired network models are needed, which
incorporating more features of this complex bidirectional sig-
naling would help to better understand the emergent properties
provided by astroytes to network operations. In conclusion, our
current knowledge indicates the existence of a rich and complex
array of mechanisms underlying astrocyte-neuron interactions
that involve different signaling properties determined by mul-
tiple elements, e.g., neurotransmitters, gliotransmitters, mem-
brane channels and receptors, intracellular pathways, structural
arrangements, etc., and which exert powerful effects on the synap-
tic function and network operation that underlie brain states and
enable behavior.
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
This work was supported by grants from Ministerio de Econo-
mia y Competitividad, Spain, MINECO (Consolider, CSD2010-
00045; Ramón y Cajal Program, RYC-2012-12014; and BFU2013-
47265R) to Gertrudis Perea; grants from the NIH (EY007023),
NSF (Award 1010363 and BRAIN EAGER) and the Simons Foun-
dation to Mriganka Sur; and grants from MINECO (BFU2010-
15832) and Cajal Blue Brain to Alfonso Araque.
REFERENCES
Agulhon, C., Petravicz, J., Mcmullen, A. B., Sweger, E. J., Minton, S. K.,
Taves, S. R., et al. (2008). What is the role of astrocyte calcium
in neurophysiology? Neuron 59, 932–946. doi: 10.1016/j.neuron.2008.09.
004
Allaman, I., Bélanger, M., and Magistretti, P. J. (2011). Astrocyte-neuron metabolic
relationships: for better and for worse.Trends Neurosci. 34, 76–87. doi: 10.1016/j.
tins.2010.12.001
Amiri, M., Hosseinmardi, N., Bahrami, F., and Janahmadi, M. (2013). Astrocyte-
neuron interaction as a mechanism responsible for generation of neural syn-
Frontiers in Cellular Neuroscience www.frontiersin.org November 2014 | Volume 8 | Article 378 | 5
Perea et al. Neuron-glia networks
chrony: a study based on modeling and experiments. J. Comput. Neurosci. 34,
489–504. doi: 10.1007/s10827-012-0432-6
Angulo, M. C., Kozlov, A. S., Charpak, S., and Audinat, E. (2004). Glutamate
released from glial cells synchronizes neuronal activity in the hippocampus. J.
Neurosci. 24, 6920–6927. doi: 10.1523/jneurosci.0473-04.2004
Araque, A., Carmignoto, G., Haydon, P. G., Oliet, S. H., Robitaille, R., and Volterra,
A. (2014). Gliotransmitters travel in time and space. Neuron 81, 728–739.
doi: 10.1016/j.neuron.2014.02.007
Araque, A., Martin, E. D., Perea, G., Arellano, J. I., and Buño, W. (2002). Synapti-
cally released acetylcholine evokes Ca2+ elevations in astrocytes in hippocampal
slices. J. Neurosci. 22, 2443–2450.
Araque, A., Parpura, V., Sanzgiri, R. P., and Haydon, P. G. (1999). Tripartite
synapses: glia, the unacknowledged partner. Trends Neurosci. 22, 208–215.
doi: 10.1016/s0166-2236(98)01349-6
Baudoux, S., and Parker, D. (2008). Glial-toxin-mediated disruption of spinal cord
locomotor network function and its modulation by 5-HT. Neuroscience 153,
1332–1343. doi: 10.1016/j.neuroscience.2008.03.034
Bergersen, L. H., Morland, C., Ormel, L., Rinholm, J. E., Larsson, M., Wold, J. F.,
et al. (2012). Immunogold detection of L-glutamate and D-serine in small
synaptic-like microvesicles in adult hippocampal astrocytes. Cereb. Cortex 22,
1690–1697. doi: 10.1093/cercor/bhr254
Bergles, D. E., Dzubay, J. A., and Jahr, C. E. (1997). Glutamate transporter
currents in bergmann glial cells follow the time course of extrasynaptic gluta-
mate. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U S A 94, 14821–14825. doi: 10.1073/pnas.94.26.
14821
Bezzi, P., Carmignoto, G., Pasti, L., Vesce, S., Rossi, D., Rizzini, B. L., et al. (1998).
Prostaglandins stimulate calcium-dependent glutamate release in astrocytes.
Nature 391, 281–285.
Bonansco, C., Couve, A., Perea, G., Ferradas, C. A., Roncagliolo, M., and
Fuenzalida, M. (2011). Glutamate released spontaneously from astrocytes sets
the threshold for synaptic plasticity. Eur. J. Neurosci. 33, 1483–1492. doi: 10.
1111/j.1460-9568.2011.07631.x
Bushong, E. A., Martone, M. E., Jones, Y. Z., and Ellisman, M. H. (2002). Protoplas-
mic astrocytes in CA1 stratum radiatum occupy separate anatomical domains.
J. Neurosci. 22, 183–192.
Butt, A. M., and Kalsi, A. (2006). Inwardly rectifying potassium channels (Kir) in
central nervous system glia: a special role for Kir4.1 in glial functions. J. Cell.
Mol. Med. 10, 33–44. doi: 10.1111/j.1582-4934.2006.tb00289.x
Cao, X., Li, L. P., Wang, Q., Wu, Q., Hu, H. H., Zhang, M., et al. (2013).
Astrocyte-derived ATP modulates depressive-like behaviors. Nat. Med. 19, 773–
777. doi: 10.1038/nm.3162
Charles, A. C., Merrill, J. E., Dirksen, E. R., and Sanderson, M. J. (1991). Inter-
cellular signaling in glial cells: calcium waves and oscillations in response to
mechanical stimulation and glutamate. Neuron 6, 983–992. doi: 10.1016/0896-
6273(91)90238-u
Chen, N., Sugihara, H., Sharma, J., Perea, G., Petravicz, J., Le, C., et al. (2012).
Nucleus basalis-enabled stimulus-specific plasticity in the visual cortex is medi-
ated by astrocytes. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U S A 109, E2832–2841. doi: 10.
1073/pnas.1206557109
Chen, J., Tan, Z., Zeng, L., Zhang, X., He, Y., Gao, W., et al. (2013). Heterosynaptic
long-term depression mediated by ATP released from astrocytes. Glia 61, 178–
191. doi: 10.1002/glia.22425
Chevaleyre, V., Takahashi, K. A., and Castillo, P. E. (2006). Endocannabinoid-
mediated synaptic plasticity in the CNS. Annu. Rev. Neurosci. 29, 37–76. doi: 10.
1146/annurev.neuro.29.051605.112834
Coulter, D. A., and Eid, T. (2012). Astrocytic regulation of glutamate homeostasis
in epilepsy. Glia 60, 1215–1226. doi: 10.1002/glia.22341
Di Castro, M. A., Chuquet, J., Liaudet, N., Bhaukaurally, K., Santello, M., Bouvier,
D., et al. (2011). Local Ca2+ detection and modulation of synaptic release by
astrocytes. Nat. Neurosci. 14, 1276–1284. doi: 10.1038/nn.2929
Duffy, S., and MacVicar, B. A. (1995). Adrenergic calcium signaling in astrocyte
networks within the hippocampal slice. J. Neurosci. 15, 5535–5550.
Everitt, B. J., and Robbins, T. W. (1997). Central cholinergic systems and
cognition. Annu. Rev. Psychol. 48, 649–684. doi: 10.1146/annurev.psych.48.
1.649
Fellin, T., Halassa, M. M., Terunuma, M., Succol, F., Takano, H., Frank, M., et al.
(2009). Endogenous nonneuronal modulators of synaptic transmission control
cortical slow oscillations in vivo. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U S A 106, 15037–15042.
doi: 10.1073/pnas.0906419106
Fellin, T., Pascual, O., Gobbo, S., Pozzan, T., Haydon, P. G., and Carmignoto, G.
(2004). Neuronal synchrony mediated by astrocytic glutamate through acti-
vation of extrasynaptic NMDA receptors. Neuron 43, 729–743. doi: 10.1016/j.
neuron.2004.08.011
Fenno, L., Yizhar, O., and Deisseroth, K. (2011). The development and application
of optogenetics. Annu. Rev. Neurosci. 34, 389–412. doi: 10.1146/annurev-neuro-
061010-113817
Fiacco, T. A., and McCarthy, K. D. (2004). Intracellular astrocyte calcium waves
in situ increase the frequency of spontaneous AMPA receptor currents in CA1
pyramidal neurons. J. Neurosci. 24, 722–732. doi: 10.1523/jneurosci.2859-03.
2004
Fossat, P., Turpin, F. R., Sacchi, S., Dulong, J., Shi, T., Rivet, J. M., et al. (2012).
Glial D-serine gates NMDA receptors at excitatory synapses in prefrontal cortex.
Cereb. Cortex 22, 595–606. doi: 10.1093/cercor/bhr130
Goldman-Rakic, P. S. (1995). Architecture of the prefrontal cortex and the central
executive. Ann. N Y Acad. Sci. 769, 71–83. doi: 10.1111/j.1749-6632.1995.
tb38132.x
Gourine, A. V., Kasymov, V., Marina, N., Tang, F., Figueiredo, M. F., Lane, S., et
al. (2010). Astrocytes control breathing through pH-dependent release of ATP.
Science 329, 571–575. doi: 10.1126/science.1190721
Halassa, M. M., Florian, C., Fellin, T., Munoz, J. R., Lee, S. Y., Abel, T., et al. (2009).
Astrocytic modulation of sleep homeostasis and cognitive consequences of sleep
loss. Neuron 61, 213–219. doi: 10.1016/j.neuron.2008.11.024
Hamilton, N. B., and Attwell, D. (2010). Do astrocytes really exocytose neurotrans-
mitters? Nat. Rev. Neurosci. 11, 227–238. doi: 10.1038/nrn2803
Han, J., Kesner, P., Metna-Laurent, M., Duan, T., Xu, L., Georges, F., et al. (2012).
Acute cannabinoids impair working memory through astroglial CB1 receptor
modulation of hippocampal LTD. Cell 148, 1039–1050. doi: 10.1016/j.cell.2012.
01.037
Hansson, E., Eriksson, P., and Nilsson, M. (1985). Amino acid and monoamine
transport in primary astroglial cultures from defined brain regions. Neurochem.
Res. 10, 1335–1341. doi: 10.1007/bf00964976
Hassel, B., Westergaard, N., Schousboe, A., and Fonnum, F. (1995). Metabolic
differences between primary cultures of astrocytes and neurons from cerebellum
and cerebral cortex. Effects of fluorocitrate. Neurochem. Res. 20, 413–420.
doi: 10.1007/bf00973096
Hasselmo, M. E. (2006). The role of acetylcholine in learning and memory. Curr.
Opin. Neurobiol. 16, 710–715. doi: 10.1016/j.conb.2006.09.002
Henneberger, C., Papouin, T., Oliet, S. H., and Rusakov, D. A. (2010). Long-term
potentiation depends on release of D-serine from astrocytes. Nature 463, 232–
236. doi: 10.1038/nature08673
Iadecola, C., and Nedergaard, M. (2007). Glial regulation of the cerebral microvas-
culature. Nat. Neurosci. 10, 1369–1376. doi: 10.1038/nn2003
Jourdain, P., Bergersen, L. H., Bhaukaurally, K., Bezzi, P., Santello, M., Domercq,
M., et al. (2007). Glutamate exocytosis from astrocytes controls synaptic
strength. Nat. Neurosci. 10, 331–339. doi: 10.1038/nn1849
Kang, J., Jiang, L., Goldman, S. A., and Nedergaard, M. (1998). Astrocyte-
mediated potentiation of inhibitory synaptic transmission. Nat. Neurosci. 1,
683–692.
Kozlov, A. S., Angulo, M. C., Audinat, E., and Charpak, S. (2006). Target cell-
specific modulation of neuronal activity by astrocytes. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U
S A 103, 10058–10063. doi: 10.1073/pnas.0603741103
Kressin, K., Kuprijanova, E., Jabs, R., Seifert, G., and Steinhäuser, C. (1995).
Developmental regulation of Na+ and K+ conductances in glial cells of mouse
hippocampal brain slices. Glia 15, 173–187. doi: 10.1002/glia.440150210
Lima, A., Sardinha, V. M., Oliveira, A. F., Reis, M., Mota, C., Silva, M. A.,
et al. (2014). Astrocyte pathology in the prefrontal cortex impairs the cog-
nitive function of rats. Mol. Psychiatry 19, 834–841. doi: 10.1038/mp.20
13.182
Lutz, S. E., Zhao, Y., Gulinello, M., Lee, S. C., Raine, C. S., and Brosnan, C. F.
(2009). Deletion of astrocyte connexins 43 and 30 leads to a dysmyelinating
phenotype and hippocampal CA1 vacuolation. J. Neurosci. 29, 7743–7752.
doi: 10.1523/jneurosci.0341-09.2009
Lynch, G. S., Dunwiddie, T., and Gribkoff, V. (1977). Heterosynaptic depression: a
postsynaptic correlate of long-term potentiation. Nature 266, 737–739. doi: 10.
1038/266737a0
Magistretti, P. J., Pellerin, L., Rothman, D. L., and Shulman, R. G. (1999).
Energy on demand. Science 283, 496–497. doi: 10.1126/science.283.5401.
496
Frontiers in Cellular Neuroscience www.frontiersin.org November 2014 | Volume 8 | Article 378 | 6
Perea et al. Neuron-glia networks
Majewska, A. K., and Sur, M. (2006). Plasticity and specificity of cortical
processing networks. Trends Neurosci. 29, 323–329. doi: 10.1016/j.tins.2006.
04.002
Martineau, M., Shi, T., Puyal, J., Knolhoff, A. M., Dulong, J., Gasnier, B., et al.
(2013). Storage and uptake of D-serine into astrocytic synaptic-like vesicles
specify gliotransmission. J. Neurosci. 33, 3413–3423. doi: 10.1523/jneurosci.
3497-12.2013
Min, R., and Nevian, T. (2012). Astrocyte signaling controls spike timing-
dependent depression at neocortical synapses. Nat. Neurosci. 15, 746–753.
doi: 10.1038/nn.3075
Nadkarni, S., Jung, P., and Levine, H. (2008). Astrocytes optimize the synap-
tic transmission of information. PLoS Comput. Biol. 4:e1000088. doi: 10.
1371/journal.pcbi.1000088
Nagelhus, E. A., and Ottersen, O. P. (2013). Physiological roles of aquaporin-
4 in brain. Physiol. Rev. 93, 1543–1562. doi: 10.1152/physrev.00011.
2013
Navarrete, M., and Araque, A. (2008). Endocannabinoids mediate neuron-
astrocyte communication. Neuron 57, 883–893. doi: 10.1016/j.neuron.2008.
01.029
Navarrete, M., and Araque, A. (2010). Endocannabinoids potentiate synaptic
transmission through stimulation of astrocytes. Neuron 68, 113–126. doi: 10.
1016/j.neuron.2010.08.043
Navarrete, M., Perea, G., Fernandez De Sevilla, D., Gómez-Gonzalo, M., Núñez,
A., Martin, E. D., et al. (2012). Astrocytes mediate in vivo cholinergic-induced
synaptic plasticity. PLoS Biol. 10:e1001259. doi: 10.1371/journal.pbio.100
1259
Panatier, A., Theodosis, D. T., Mothet, J. P., Touquet, B., Pollegioni, L.,
Poulain, D. A., et al. (2006). Glia-derived D-serine controls NMDA recep-
tor activity and synaptic memory. Cell 125, 775–784. doi: 10.1016/j.cell.2006.
02.051
Panatier, A., Vallée, J., Haber, M., Murai, K. K., Lacaille, J. C., and
Robitaille, R. (2011). Astrocytes are endogenous regulators of basal trans-
mission at central synapses. Cell 146, 785–798. doi: 10.1016/j.cell.2011.
07.022
Pannasch, U., Freche, D., Dallérac, G., Ghézali, G., Escartin, C., Ezan, P., et al.
(2014). Connexin 30 sets synaptic strength by controlling astroglial synapse
invasion. Nat. Neurosci. 17, 549–558. doi: 10.1038/nn.3662
Pannasch, U., Vargová, L., Reingruber, J., Ezan, P., Holcman, D., Giaume,
C., et al. (2011). Astroglial networks scale synaptic activity and plastic-
ity. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U S A 108, 8467–8472. doi: 10.1073/pnas.101665
0108
Parpura, V., Heneka, M. T., Montana, V., Oliet, S. H., Schousboe, A., Haydon, P. G.,
et al. (2012). Glial cells in (patho)physiology. J. Neurochem. 121, 4–27. doi: 10.
1111/j.1471-4159.2012.07664.x
Parri, H. R., Gould, T. M., and Crunelli, V. (2001). Spontaneous astrocytic Ca2+
oscillations in situ drive NMDAR-mediated neuronal excitation. Nat. Neurosci.
4, 803–812. doi: 10.1038/90507
Parri, H. R., Gould, T. M., and Crunelli, V. (2010). Sensory and cortical activation
of distinct glial cell subtypes in the somatosensory thalamus of young rats. Eur.
J. Neurosci. 32, 29–40. doi: 10.1111/j.1460-9568.2010.07281.x
Pascual, O., Casper, K. B., Kubera, C., Zhang, J., Revilla-Sanchez, R., Sul, J. Y., et al.
(2005). Astrocytic purinergic signaling coordinates synaptic networks. Science
310, 113–116. doi: 10.1126/science.1116916
Perea, G., and Araque, A. (2005). Properties of synaptically evoked astrocyte
calcium signal reveal synaptic information processing by astrocytes. J. Neurosci.
25, 2192–2203. doi: 10.1523/jneurosci.3965-04.2005
Perea, G., and Araque, A. (2007). Astrocytes potentiate transmitter release at
single hippocampal synapses. Science 317, 1083–1086. doi: 10.1126/science.114
4640
Perea, G., Navarrete, M., and Araque, A. (2009). Tripartite synapses: astrocytes
process and control synaptic information. Trends Neurosci. 32, 421–431. doi: 10.
1016/j.tins.2009.05.001
Perea, G., Yang, A., Boyden, E. S., and Sur, M. (2014). Optogenetic astrocyte
activation modulates response selectivity of visual cortex neurons in vivo. Nat.
Commun. 5:3262. doi: 10.1038/ncomms4262
Picciotto, M. R., Higley, M. J., and Mineur, Y. S. (2012). Acetylcholine
as a neuromodulator: cholinergic signaling shapes nervous system
function and behavior. Neuron 76, 116–129. doi: 10.1016/j.neuron.2012.
08.036
Porto-Pazos, A. B., Veiguela, N., Mesejo, P., Navarrete, M., Alvarellos, A., Ibáñez,
O., et al. (2011). Artificial astrocytes improve neural network performance. PLoS
One 6:e19109. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0019109
Rouach, N., Koulakoff, A., Abudara, V., Willecke, K., and Giaume, C. (2008).
Astroglial metabolic networks sustain hippocampal synaptic transmission. Sci-
ence 322, 1551–1555. doi: 10.1126/science.1164022
Saab, A. S., Neumeyer, A., Jahn, H. M., Cupido, A., Šimek, A. A., Boele, H. J.,
et al. (2012). Bergmann glial AMPA receptors are required for fine motor
coordination. Science 337, 749–753. doi: 10.1126/science.1221140
Santello, M., Bezzi, P., and Volterra, A. (2011). TNFalpha controls glutamatergic
gliotransmission in the hippocampal dentate gyrus. Neuron 69, 988–1001.
doi: 10.1016/j.neuron.2011.02.003
Santello, M., Calì, C., and Bezzi, P. (2012). Gliotransmission and the tripartite
synapse. Adv. Exp. Med. Biol. 970, 307–331. doi: 10.1007/978-3-7091-0932-8_14
Sarter, M., Hasselmo, M. E., Bruno, J. P., and Givens, B. (2005). Unraveling the
attentional functions of cortical cholinergic inputs: interactions between signal-
driven and cognitive modulation of signal detection. Brain Res. Brain Res. Rev.
48, 98–111. doi: 10.1016/j.brainresrev.2004.08.006
Sasaki, T., Beppu, K., Tanaka, K. F., Fukazawa, Y., Shigemoto, R., and Matsui, K.
(2012). Application of an optogenetic byway for perturbing neuronal activity via
glial photostimulation. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U S A 109, 20720–20725. doi: 10.
1073/pnas.1213458109
Schipke, C. G., Haas, B., and Kettenmann, H. (2008). Astrocytes discrimi-
nate and selectively respond to the activity of a subpopulation of neurons
within the barrel cortex. Cereb. Cortex 18, 2450–2459. doi: 10.1093/cercor/
bhn009
Schummers, J., Yu, H., and Sur, M. (2008). Tuned responses of astrocytes and their
influence on hemodynamic signals in the visual cortex. Science 320, 1638–1643.
doi: 10.1126/science.1156120
Serrano, A., Haddjeri, N., Lacaille, J. C., and Robitaille, R. (2006). GABAergic net-
work activation of glial cells underlies hippocampal heterosynaptic depression.
J. Neurosci. 26, 5370–5382. doi: 10.1523/jneurosci.5255-05.2006
Shelton, M. K., and Mccarthy, K. D. (2000). Hippocampal astrocytes exhibit
Ca2+-elevating muscarinic cholinergic and histaminergic receptors in situ. J.
Neurochem. 74, 555–563. doi: 10.1046/j.1471-4159.2000.740555.x
Shigetomi, E., Bowser, D. N., Sofroniew, M. V., and Khakh, B. S. (2008). Two
forms of astrocyte calcium excitability have distinct effects on NMDA receptor-
mediated slow inward currents in pyramidal neurons. J. Neurosci. 28, 6659–
6663. doi: 10.1523/jneurosci.1717-08.2008
Sontheimer, H. (1994). Voltage-dependent ion channels in glial cells. Glia 11, 156–
172. doi: 10.1002/glia.440110210
Stellwagen, D., and Malenka, R. C. (2006). Synaptic scaling mediated by glial TNF-
alpha. Nature 440, 1054–1059. doi: 10.1038/nature04671
Suzuki, A., Stern, S. A., Bozdagi, O., Huntley, G. W., Walker, R. H., Magistretti,
P. J., et al. (2011). Astrocyte-neuron lactate transport is required for
long-term memory formation. Cell 144, 810–823. doi: 10.1016/j.cell.2011.
02.018
Takata, N., Mishima, T., Hisatsune, C., Nagai, T., Ebisui, E., Mikoshiba, K., et al.
(2011). Astrocyte calcium signaling transforms cholinergic modulation to cor-
tical plasticity in vivo. J. Neurosci. 31, 18155–18165. doi: 10.1523/JNEUROSCI.
5289-11.2011
Tang, F., Lane, S., Korsak, A., Paton, J. F., Gourine, A. V., Kasparov, S., et al.
(2014). Lactate-mediated glia-neuronal signalling in the mammalian brain. Nat.
Commun. 5:3284. doi: 10.1038/ncomms4284
Theis, M., Jauch, R., Zhuo, L., Speidel, D., Wallraff, A., Döring, B., et al. (2003).
Accelerated hippocampal spreading depression and enhanced locomotory activ-
ity in mice with astrocyte-directed inactivation of connexin43. J. Neurosci. 23,
766–776.
Tong, X., Ao, Y., Faas, G. C., Nwaobi, S. E., Xu, J., Haustein, M. D., et al. (2014).
Astrocyte Kir4.1 ion channel deficits contribute to neuronal dysfunction in
Huntington’s disease model mice. Nat. Neurosci. 17, 694–703. doi: 10.1038/nn.
3691
Volterra, A., and Bezzi, P. (2002). “Release of transmitters from glial cells,” in The
Tripartite Synapse: Glia in Synaptic Transmission, eds A. Volterra, P. J. Magistretti
and P. G. Haydon (Oxford: Oxford University Press), 164–184.
Wade, J. J., Mcdaid, L. J., Harkin, J., Crunelli, V., and Kelso, J. A. (2011). Bidirec-
tional coupling between astrocytes and neurons mediates learning and dynamic
coordination in the brain: a multiple modeling approach. PLoS One 6:e29445.
doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0029445
Frontiers in Cellular Neuroscience www.frontiersin.org November 2014 | Volume 8 | Article 378 | 7
Perea et al. Neuron-glia networks
Westergaard, N., Sonnewald, U., and Schousboe, A. (1995). Metabolic trafficking
between neurons and astrocytes: the glutamate/glutamine cycle revisited. Dev.
Neurosci. 17, 203–211. doi: 10.1159/000111288
Xie, L., Kang, H., Xu, Q., Chen, M. J., Liao, Y., Thiyagarajan, M., et al. (2013). Sleep
drives metabolite clearance from the adult brain. Science 342, 373–377. doi: 10.
1126/science.1241224
Yoo, S. S., Hu, P. T., Gujar, N., Jolesz, F. A., and Walker, M. P. (2007). A deficit in the
ability to form new human memories without sleep. Nat. Neurosci. 10, 385–392.
doi: 10.1038/nn1851
Zhang, J. M., Wang, H. K., Ye, C. Q., Ge, W., Chen, Y., Jiang, Z. L., et al. (2003). ATP
released by astrocytes mediates glutamatergic activity-dependent heterosynaptic
suppression. Neuron 40, 971–982. doi: 10.1016/s0896-6273(03)00717-7
Zorec, R., Araque, A., Carmignoto, G., Haydon, P. G., Verkhratsky, A., and Parpura,
V. (2012). Astroglial excitability and gliotransmission: an appraisal of Ca2+ as a
signalling route. ASN Neuro 4, 103–119. doi: 10.1042/an20110061
Conflict of Interest Statement: The authors declare that the research was conducted
in the absence of any commercial or financial relationships that could be construed
as a potential conflict of interest.
Received: 10 September 2014; paper pending published: 28 September 2014; accepted:
22 October 2014; published online: 06 November 2014.
Citation: Perea G, Sur M and Araque A (2014) Neuron-glia networks: integral gear of
brain function. Front. Cell. Neurosci. 8:378. doi: 10.3389/fncel.2014.00378
This article was submitted to the journal Frontiers in Cellular Neuroscience.
Copyright © 2014 Perea, Sur and Araque. This is an open-access article distributed
under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (CC BY). The use,
distribution and reproduction in other forums is permitted, provided the original
author(s) or licensor are credited and that the original publication in this journal
is cited, in accordance with accepted academic practice. No use, distribution or
reproduction is permitted which does not comply with these terms.
Frontiers in Cellular Neuroscience www.frontiersin.org November 2014 | Volume 8 | Article 378 | 8
